SWALLOWS EVERYTHING IN' ITS REACH.

For Hours Hundreds ef People Are Seen Floating Along,

-

a0 Trains Able to

Some of the Bcenes Indes fork of! . _
© Reach the Boeno of aud AN Other Direct ieation Cat’ Of--The
Them Carelots--Towcking Incidents of the Work of Rescuost Bolivar, Lockport
MM _ : - - T it =N
~ Tiw whole world shuddemrand sighs S
morning. : ,...‘ - 1{,:-;,.4
A14th ponple ps ey S |

ears tp hesr the mournful messuge, as it fies

from press to nhl.iﬁr,#h mouth %o | !

mibuth, will stand sppdlied u8 they begim %
realize the dire dignster. that bas befgllen’
one of the most besntiful vegions in all the
Western Penusy S
When the first meys ‘®f (b Johnstown.
boeror came, if cobined suth & Jity that fir ]
fields and proud possessionsof great extent |
ad suffered devastation by & floofl from a
lovely little mountain lake, whose clear
_ depths weme hemeclorward to be missed by
muny = weorsiupper st ene of Nature's
sweetest shrines, s

That was the thought of property perish.
ing; and it was s deep, an earnest symyathy
the thought aroused.

The Awfnl Detalls,
‘-iﬁly succeoding this first flmsh of
'l}nd in cumulstive form, Lom of
life had been sustuined, It might, the first
reports said, amount to a dozen or more
who had perished,

Ere this sorrowful intelligence had been
half heard in the office of THE DISPATCH,
shortly before 7 o'clock last evening, two of
the best and quickest descfiptive writers of
the staff bad been detafled #0 go forthwiih
to Johnstown, and telegraph back all sbout
the disaster.

“But there are no trains, " said one of the
men, “and will be none for several days”

“Then hire s special one of the railroad
company, and at once,” was the reply, ac-
companied by the necessary cash,

Apd thus these two reporters (sccompanied

by those of one oiber enterprising journal)

got at least two hours the startof a quartet

from two other papers which required that

length of time to realize that even the above

meager reports were full of columns of
Mont Imperiast Nows

Mesnwhile THE DisFATCH had also sent
ftas stafl correspondent, already in Somerset,
toward the scene of disaster, 28 miles away,
§n s carrisge. And thus it was ahead of
others, snd in better shape than they, that
this journal began to get ita news from a
calamity inestimably worse than anything
sbove intimsted had even hinted at.

At 230 o'clock this moming a
bulletin from Bolivar wigned by
2 DisparcHE man says & floater
rescued from ihe OComemangh iunsists

-!lut st least 1 500 persons have perished st
and near Johnstown in the flood thst floated
him thither from that city, and that only
two Johnstown dwellings could yet be seen
standing.

The details of the disaster follow, and will
continue to follow in later editions.

OVEE A THOUBAND LIVES LOST.

A Jehmatown Man Who was Roscned Suys
1.500 Persens Drewned.
[FROX A STAFF OGERESFONDENY.)
BOLIVAR, PA., May 31.—A man rescued
in the river here, who was swept away from
Joknstown, says positively thai not less
than 1,500 lives are probably lost in the

" Vailey of the Conemsugh.
SCENES EF_HORR()R.

Wemen nnd Chlldres Swept Away—Shrieks
Blosd Witk the Ssllen Boar of the
Eiements — A Boey Lasswcd
Out of the Flood.
{FPROM A ETAFY COAREESFONDENT.)

Bovrrvar, PA., May 31.—The water is
higher bere than was ever known, and two-
story houses, barns, stables, whole forests of
trees, outhouses, smokehouses, railrond
bridges, countye bridges, mfts, inverted
skiffs and driftwood by the scra are rushing
past, from all of which imploring hands
were beld out to those on the banks willing
but impetent to help, and the instability of
trucks east of this place renders the only
information to be get of » fugitive nature,
but for the mout pars very sccurate.

lute hands were on the alert
tosave, and any of the people living
on the low-lying ground wers caught, all
were taken out in skiffs and in the arms of
gum-booted and coated men to the high
ground. Their furniture wasalso largely
esved, so that the loss will fall upon houses
slone, and such live stock as was earried
out of the stream.

8o terrible was the foree of the current
that the county bridge over the Conemsugh,
apparenily 8 most substantial strudture,
withstood the rush of waters and the batter
ing of loga for s féw minutes, but finally it
let go and its parts were cast out into the
river, and psrt of the debris already
the waters. As early as 7:80 o'clock &
pile of driftwood thet the whirl of waters
themselves g was
S A

Shriek Upon Shriek
for “‘help, help for God's sake!” came, The

.borrified spectators on the shore saw thres

women, 1o oneof whom were clinging two
children, neither of whom was spparently
more than an infant. The rapidity of the
current and the position of the raft to-
gether with the lack of facilities for rescn-
ing, precluded the possibility of even think-
ing of the matter, and theraft passed out of
sight. The screams of the women and ohil-
dren, blending in their pleadings for aid,
were heard long after their craft was around
thobend. ' The stream then became thickly
strewn with men, women and children,
clinging to all sorts of temporary means of
salvation, and two men and & woman clung
madly to the tops of huge trees, the men
emulating the females' 1n their shrieks for
help that it was not possible to giye.
Baved From the Wreck.

Just before dark people living on the
north bank of the Conemaugh, opposite
Bolivar Junetion, noticed a Iad clinging to
8 log that the force of the current had car-
ried over inte the river nearest to them, and
James Carry conceived the ides of lnssoing
him. A long line was hastily procured, and
a man ran slong the bank, ready to throw
his rude lasso in an opportune moment. The
noose fell true to its sim, over the boy’
head sod under his arms, and the feat was
greeted by cheers from a hundred throsts,
and in & moment the drenched, poverty-
stricken little fellow was handed to the
bank, and for & minute-was not & dimin.
amtive, but s real grest big hero.
Motherly hsnds soon took him from
the men who were almost devouri
him, and soon warm food and elothing had
restored him to his wonted composure, and
he was ready to tell hisstory. He said his
name was Edward Harsten, 13 years of age,
nod he had lived with his father and grand-
father and mother in Cambris City, & part
of Johnstown. At 3 o’clock the house had
been eaught in the volume of water let
loose by the bursting of the dam, and 'his
father and his uncle had climbed & mass
of driftwood and had been earried out into
the channel of the Conemasugh, and for
some time they ran along without advent-
ure, Finally their raft struck an obstroe-
tion and went to pieces, his father and
uncle finding lodgement on one section of
it, and himself clinging to s log, which
finally ran into another mass of driftwood,
He saw nothing more of his relatives, and
does not know whether they are alive or
not.

SCENE OF THE FLOOD.

Something About Johnstown snd Its Byy. |-

Jo'fpstown, until overtaken by the disse-
ter of yesterday, was one of the most flour-
ishing and prosperous manufacturing towns
in the State. It had a population of over
8,000 in 1880, and has grown rapidly since,
FProbably the number of inhabitants at the
present dste is twice as large. Il has not
been incorporated as a city, but is still goy-
erned under s borough charter. Including
its populous suburbs, w. are really a
part of the town, seversl them being
separated from it only by iwaginary lines,
Johnstown has nearly, if oot quite, 35,000
inhabitants.

Tts site is picturesque ¢ . besutiful—in
fact the natural scenery o the entire county
is perbaps uneurpassed {1 the State. The
§Pacmangh Valley, a4 J hastows, s but 8
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among the most extensive and best known
in the country. The Johnson street railway
mill, menufacturing steel mils for street

suburbs and is one of the  important indus-
trial establishments of the velley. -

DEATRAND DESOLATION,

The Terrible Warning Came Teo Late—
Hounes Tossed Abouwt as (lorks en
the Ocean—The Death Eate
Amounting to Thousands.

It was stated at the office of the Pennsyl-
vania Eailroad, at an early hour this morn-
ing, that the deaths would run up into the

thousands rather than hundreds; as was at | taid

ceived, it is said that the stream of human
beings that was swept before the nngry floods
was something most pitifsl to behold.
Men, womenand children were carried along
frantically shrieking for help, but their
cries availed them nothing. Rescue was
impossible. Husbands were swept past
their wives and children were borne rapidly
along, going at a terrible speed to certain
death before the eyes o! their terrorized and
frantic parents. It was ssid at the depot
that it was impossible to estimate the num-
ber whose lives were lost in the flood. It
will simply be a matter of conjecture for
several days as to who were lost or who
eseaped,

Dispatcher Culp received several tele-
graoms lnst night, detailing the flood. The
recent heavy rains had swollen the old canal
reservoir ai South Fork, on the Conemaugh
river, and fears were entertained for lits

safety,
Wharned to No Parpose,

The basin contained water measuring two
miles across by five miles inlength, and was
70 feet decp in the deepest place. The peo-
ple of Johnstown were warned of its possi-
bility of bursting during the morning, but
very few, if any of the inhabitants, {ook the
warning seriously. Bhortly after noon
the dam jgave way abont five
miles sbove Johnstown," and sweeping
everything before it burst upon the town
with terrible foree. Everything was ear-
ried before it, and not an instant’s time was
given to seek mafety. Houses were de-
molished, swept from their foundations and
carried in the flood to s enlvert near the
town. Here a mass of all manner of debris
soon lodged, and by evening it had dammed

< Buck Inte the Clty,
over the tops of many of the still remaining
chimneys, A dispatch to Dispatchor Culp,
received about 11 o'clock last night, said
the blockade st the Johngtown bri was
three-fourths of a mile long and 40 feet
high, and was sll on fire. extent of
the could not possibly be estimated.
The Peonsylvania peorle are exerting
every en to save both lives and property,
but as yet little or nothing ean be gune.
Assistant Bu?erinundent Trump, of the
Pennsyivania, is at Conemaugh, t the
officials st the depot had mot been able to
receive a line from him up until us late gs
230 o'elock this morning. It was said also
that it will be impossible to get a train
through, either one way or the other, for at
least two or three days. This ap 1ies also
to the m as thero is absolutely no way
of getting the mail through, k

IN BEDFORD COUNTY,

The Risens Waters are Sweeping Everything
Before Immenso Damage to
Property on Every Hand—Pro. 1
hibitlen Esferced by
Cald Water,
{SPECIAL TELEGEAM TO THE DISPATORN.)

Bevrorp, PA., May 51.—Not since the
flood of 1847, so say the oldest citizens of
the eounty, bas Boedford had such a flood.
The rain up to this writing han been con-
stantly falling for the past 24 hours. This
morning, families living in the western part
of the town known as the “Texans,” were
compelled to move out of their houses at
noon, Cattle, hogs and sheep were seen
going down the river. Traffic and mails are
sll at & standstill, but one mail leaving here
to-dsy. New iron bridges, recently erected
by the county, have been swept away. At
Cessna  station, elght miles north, 200

sheep were lost. At Evereft, eight miles
east, traffic was carried on all day by the
use of fiats.

Ex-Sheriff . Lashiey, proprietor of the
K Place Hotel, bas just telephoned that he
was compelled 1o close his hotel, the water

1
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‘ THREE CENTS

PHEILADELPHIA, May 31.—All the wires
of the Pennsylvanis Railtend west of Wil-
more, s seation of (he Pittaburg @rvk-on, 25
miles west of Altoons, have beut down
since morning, and consequently hé ln;
formation in regard to the destrustion o
that place is very meager. Kno has
been learned, however, to indicate that tha

| rush of water is the worst ever kmown in

| thiat section. z 1

Al Broad street station balle-
tin for the information WiS
m:tt.go'elock: ol'g

un
Western part of the Stals, the liags West of
Altoonn nbmdmmd;'z t
cannot be ascertained until sub-
sides. The storm is still it in
" t no trains will be passed untl Sun-
ihachiugo limited , which left
New York at 9 o'clock E morning, the

fust line, leaving thers at the same hour,
oity s 8 o'clock

nhdthelninluﬂmﬂm
last night are all Rum At

10-30 to-night s Was b
General Man gh, dated more,
from the conductor of the Bast-bound
New York and limited, which
left Pittsburg at 7 o'clock this morn-

seying the frain was safe and
that all were well on bosrd, Mr. Pugh in-
ferred from this that the limited was Iaid
up somewhero west of L The con-
duetor reported that the bri at South
Fork was washed a and expressed the
opinion that all the betwesn Bouth

‘When Mr, of the
dispatch from ng the
bresking of the dam g wwo, he

this dispateh
stated tha umﬁ ' m}mu Penn-
sylvania Railroad there that the

South Fork dam broken and the water
had carried away the “coal tipple” and
telegraph tower at Bouth Fork station, and
also a portion of an east-bound freight train,
The telegraph operator who was in the
tower managed to escape, but several of the
train hands are reported to have been
drowned. The conductor of the east-bopnd
New York limited express who reported the
salety of his train, also said that a report
bad reached him of the breaking of the
dam. He said nothing about the damage
cansed thereby. o

General Manager Pugh was out of town
early in the day, snd he said to-night that
he could not understand what was meant
when be received dispatohes anmouncing
damages to the tricks at Lill “Such a
thing has never been heard of * said
he to-night, “and nothing short of a water
spout could have caused such
Lilleys is & little mi town of about
300 or 400 inhabitants. For the water to
rise high enough to obstruct the passage of
trains is nnprecedented. A dispaich just
received by me says that the water is rush-
ing over the tracks at a height of at least
five feet above the road bed, and I say
could be brﬂ:fht about by nothing short of
a water spout’ I have no doubt, if our
operator at Song Hollow said he saw the
bodies from Jobnstown floating®down the
lg;e‘r. “hi " l; 'l!ln bulletin, that itis

e, as hin tower ocated t on

bank of the river.” ;A i

FLOATING PERSONS,

Both Dead and Allve, Whirl Down the
River Past the Horrifled Citizens of
Blairsville-Raliread Bridges Swept
Away — People Imprisoned In
Thelr Second Stories.

[EFECIAL TRLEGRAM TO THE DISPATOR.L

BLAIRSVILLE, PA., May 31.—The flood
in the Conemaugh river at this point is the
heaviest ever known here, At this hour the
railroad bridge between here and Blsiis-
ville intersection has been swept away, also
the new iron bridge at Coketon, half & mile
below. It is now feared the iron bridge at
the lower end of this town will go before
morning.

About 7 o'clook & living woman and dead
man, supposed to be her hushand, were seen
going under the railroad bridge. They
were seen to come from under the bridge
safely, but shortly dissppeared and were
seen no more,

A preat many families loss their house-
hold goods. The river is ruaming full of
timber, houses, goods, ete. l'he loss will be
beavy. The excitement here is veky great.
The, river is still rising. There are some
families below town in the second-story of
their houses and can’t get out. It is feared
it the water goes mueh higher the loss of
life will be very great. The railroad com-
pany had 14 cars of coal on therr bridge
when it went down, and all was swept down
the river,
th:&ll mannsr rf thinpd are floating down

river, farn wi wh
ete. The town bri ﬁ" llﬂ.f:;"‘ﬂ:
to the seething eaul . W maddening
roar san be a _long distance. The
water is still g and it is thought the
West Penn Railroad will be without &
single bridge in the morning. The cries of
the woman who went down was heartrend-
ing. She was floating on something not
discernable, and her eries were heard until
lost in the deafening roar. It is reported
that s man went down with the Blairsville

bridge while he was adjusting a headligh. |

MILLIONS OF MONEY 1OST.

The Storm Has Mwept the Kannwha Valley
Clean of Lomber,
CHARLESTON, W. Vi,
heavy rain began falling here at noon yes-
terday and eontinued until late last night,

.which csused a flood in the tributa~~« of | ;

way aod l:i.mfl}.lk e‘w
i
fers 449,
ALONG THE POTOMAC.

The River Was Never So High as Now—
The Baltimere and Okle and West
Virgioln Cemtral Blocked—

by

night’s storm in this vicinity is terrible,
the loss will scarcely fall short of $250,
and may grestly exceed that figure.
north bank of the Potomac is higher
ever before, the nearest a being
years ago, when the loss was tremendo
The Baltimore and Ohio track is blockaded
in half & dogen places and there can be no
traffic before to-morrow, if then. The West
Virginia Central track is from five to eight
feet under water formiles, and many bridges
and trestles are down or badly damaged.

The destruction of private property is
very great. Crops are rmined m'yvhere,
and houses, barns, fences, lumber, ete., are
awept away. Butone lossof life is reported,
and that was of & child. There are many
rumors of other losses of life, but as yet no
certainty attends them, Numerons narrow
2Ecapes ure reported.

KNOWING ITS TERRORS.

James V. Long and Members of the Club
Tell About that Lake In the Olonds—
Origin and Extent of It—Length
and Depth of the Dread-

’ ful Dam.

“Good heavens! Isit sothat the dam has
broken?” exclaimed James V. Long last
evening when a DIsPATOH reporter told
him of the disaster at Bouth Fork.

“Well,”” he continued, “it is not unex-
pected to me, nor 10 many members of the
Bouth Fork Fishing Club. It has always
been a sword of Damocles, not only to the
members of the club, but to others. The
people of Johnstown have always feared
it. Time and again the dam has been ex-
amined and every timeit was prononnced
safe; but no one knew when it wonld break.”

Mr. Long is State Commissioner of Fish-
eries, and is 8 member and for years was
Becretary of the Western Pennsylvania
Sportsmen's Association. It was from the
Iatter organization that the South Fork
Fishing Club sprang. All the original
members of the fishing club, and nearly
every one who is & member now, belongs to
the Sportsmen’s Association.

It was abont 1879 that the South Fork
‘Club was formed. Colonel Buff, now dead,
wis the prineipal promoter ofthe scheme of
purchasing the property on the mouth
branch of the Conemaugh, which gave
promise of affording the means for sport that
many members of the clab desired. Calonel
E. J. Unger, M. B. Suydam, Walter Meo-
Clintock and one or two others took an in-
terest in the matter and the property was

bought.
v Slze and Loecatlon.

The properly consists of between 600 and
T00 acres, and is located sbout nine miles
above Johnstown, The great dam was built
to form a reservoir for the old Pennsylvania
cansgl. The dim bas a base of 300 feet in
thickness at the bottom, gradually narrow-
ing to a width of about 50 feet at the top,
and is 75 feet high, and from 800 to 1,000
feet long. The main portion was formed of
the heaviest and most solid stone masonry,
The lake formed by the reservoir is actually
about 2¢ miles long, but is generally called
three miles, and has an irregular width,
varying from onc-balf to three-quarters of a
mile. The greatestdepth of water is 90 feet,
and over & considerable portion the sverage
depth is 70 feet.

When the Pennsylvania Railroad Com-
pany bought the old esnal snd constructed
along its line the great highway ot rails the
reservoir was no longer needed, The many
sges of land which formed the bottom of the
lake had originally been meadows, and
when the lake was no longer nceded the
meadows resppeared as the waler was
drained off from the bottom.

The Lake Made Over.*

In that condition the ground Iay for many
years, The Peunnsylvania Railroad Com-
psny didn’t need it and sold it to & Mr,
Reilly, of Altoraa. The magnificent dam,
which cost over $200,000 to build, was not
disturbed, and Mr. Reilly conceived the
idea of once more making the lake. It was
throngh his efforts that the property was
brought to the attention of Colonel Ruff and
the others already mentioned.

The property was bought by the South
Fork Fishing Club from Mr. Reilly. The
exact price paid none of the members of the
club who were seen last night conid say.
The club was formed on the basis of & mem-
bership limited to 100 persons, the shares
being placed at $500 each and each member
being nauind to own two shares before be-

entitled lo the privileges of membership.

early §20,000 was ded in putting
the dam 1n thorough nﬁ::lin add.ﬂion to
wmoney spent in other improvements. Then
arrangements were made for the erection of
abotel and coiteges. Every member who
desired to put up a cottage within six
months was allowed a plot of ground 100
ieet square.

There are now about 60 members of the
club, of whom 16 have cottages. Com-
meneing from the lower end of the lake,
and going to the head, the cottages stand ia
this order:

FEEEy

:‘-ssE

L

hea.
MEBB 15. Joseph Harne,
uﬂll‘?llm McClintock.
From the foregoing names, everyone of
which is so !rell"{nﬂm in Pittsbu y:lut it

would be su to teli who the
individuals ‘p::‘v ﬁ'-'fi'ﬁ be seen that the

mmbmhig of the club is confined to the
:ri:inllhy and prominent refidents of the two
s,

The t officers of the club are
Colonel E. J. Unger, President; Colonsl J.
J. Lawrence, Vice f‘ruidqli; Louis Irwin,
Treasurer; B. A. M Becretary. For
several years Dnlonem was President,
and John A. Harver, cashier of the Bank
of Pitisburg, was Secretary and Treasurer.

——t
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THE LAST TRAIN (N,

Tho Paclfic Expreas Got Through, but it Was
Five Hours Late.

The Pacific express was the last train in
from the Edkt, aud arrived at 5 o’cloek, its
schedule time being some five hours earlier.
Passengern on it were iransferred at Sheri-
dan, where the train was sbandoned, and,
after g diffieult transfer, were re-ombarked

Lt Jobnstown and sent on to this eity. They
were the last passe: from the Bast. The

Baa hoon ade 10 sesd. oul any ofhems, wor
will there b 3'5:&:&'&:1‘“@
says, for two days, -

Ee'!\ml_ is elear as far as Latrobe, snd

local trains will be run to that point only,

THE AWFUL FEAR OF IT.

Gloomy Forebodings of a Disaster Years
Age—A Warning Unbeedod—A Lake

“We were afraid of that lake ' said a
gentleman who had lived in Jol Mor
years; ‘‘wg were afraid of that seven
Jears ago.

““No one could see the immense height to
whieh that artificial dam had been built
without the tremendous power of
the water behind it. The dam must have
had a sheer height of 100 feet, thus forcing
the water that high above its natural bed,
and making a lnke at least three miles long
and a mile wide out of what conld scarcely
be called a pond.

T doubt if there isa man or woman in
Johnstown who, at some time or other,
hadn't feared and spoken of the terrible
disaster that has now come, Iremembersix
years ago, when I worked in the Gautier
office, we used to talk of what we ‘would do
shonld that terrific body of water break its
weak barriers and sweep down the valley,
and I remember, also, we all decided it
would be 5o sudden and so strong that any
effort to escape would be fruitless,

= wondered and asked why the
dam wasn't strengthened, as itcertainly had
become weak, but nothing was done, and
by and by they talked less and less sbout it,
as nothing happened, ﬂmuth now and then
some would e their heads, as 1if con-
soious the fearful day would come some
time, when their worst fears would be
transcended by the horror of the actual

oceurrence,

“If it is troe that dam has given way,
then the idea or even the hove of escape for
We Squred ous protty sleacly tho satosi

e - oul y the
number of barrels in ngo immense reservoir
three miles long and one mile Wwide,with an
a depth of 60 feet, and at the dam of
fully 125 fest.

“Just think if you can of the terrifie rush
of that ocean of water, roaring down the
Baging 1a Tha” Conmmenel~ Mo o sed

ng e ug o pen,

no words could describe the irresistible
force of that water rushing down upon Johns-
town, but a few miles away. Johnstown is
in a sort of & hollow, between the two rivers,
and that lake must have swept over the city
at a dopth of 40 feet. It can't it is im-
g:ulbhﬂnt such an awiul thing could
Fpu: to a city of 40,000 inhabitants, and
if it has, thousands have lost their lives,
and men are to blame for it, for warnings
have been uitered a thousand times, and
have received no attention.”

THE B. & 0,S ESCAPE,

No Through Trains From This Chty, But

No Accldenis Reported—Tho Troublo

in Wesnt Virginla—Jim Blalneo
o Heavy Loser.

In reference to the washout on the Balti-
more and Ohio line, Chief Train Dispatcher
G. W. O, Day said last evening that the
main trouble on that line lay between Con-
nellsville and Cumberland, Md. The com-
pany received word of the washout as early
as 9 o'clock yesterday morning. The
news that received o8 to the
effect that there bhad been several
landsides between those two points. This
was corroborated by the arrival of engine
827 a short time afterward covered with
mud. The Baltimore and Ohio has aban-
doned all through trains for the present, and

and mail are being sent around
by way of Wheeling and over the main
stem to Baltimore, there being no trouble
whatever on that line between Piedmont,
W. Va., ana Cumberland, Md., the termi-
nus of this division, The main stem of the
road from Wheeling is intact all the way
e ohsgienlsiaiy has tralis, a

e ¥ as men a0
plenty of gnba' m ground ready to
to work, but Dispateber Day could not tail
whether or not any work would be done last
night, as it would be
Impossible to Tell

what damage had been done to the tracks or
roadbed until the watar goes down.

Mr. Day thought that the road had been
extnmelﬁy fortunate in htvin‘g:ﬁlpéd with-
out acei m but as soon as news of the
washout been received, all West-bound
frains were stopped at Cuomberland. It is
believed that lga Postoffice Department will
allow the road to transfer the mail {o the
main line and have it come through by way
of Wheeling.

All the tronble on the Baltimore and
Ohjo lies East of the Allegheny Mountains,
West of the mountains ng is in
good shape. There is no trouble on the
rosd from the city, and all the West-bound

are running as usual.

Mr. Dafy does not anticipats any serious
delay from the accident, and believes that
in a short while everything will be running
in regular order.

The Somerset and Cambria branch, of the
Baltimore and Ohio, is alsc washed out and
closed to all traffic, the damage done to this
boanch is as yet uoknown, but a squad of
men will be tnnul::s the road to-day to
take obsarvations make any repairs
pessible,

The C. & P, and J. G. B.

The Cumberland and Pennsylvania coal
road is badly dama all along the line
%uu #.iulﬂw ‘ui-n' d..:o‘h' dlnut’ :vn

('8 to L]
been, or whether or not thers had besn any
sarious accidents, could no$ be ascertained
at o Inte hour last night.

Premier “Jim'’ Blamne will open his eyes
rather widely this morning when he finds
that he is also a huv*.luu through the
washout. James has long been interested
in the West Virginia Central Railroad,
whith has been one of his pet schemes. But
the surging waters have no for per-
sons, even thmn- Pmlel; is interested.

The West Vi Central runs from Cam-
berland, Md., to Piedmont, W. Va., and
has boasted of four of the fron rail-

rond bridges in the couniry. The
came ynm-dag. and in = twinkling de-
molished the :L‘hon bridges as ghough
they were but ws. The bridges w
have to be replaced at once, and as four
iron bridges are an expensive luxury,
Jimmy’s dividends this year will evince an
inelination to shrink.

The Baltimore and Ohio people said last
night that all damages to Inc road would
:br{:t in complete repair as soon as practi-

IT BELOXGS TO PITTSBURG.

Poated Onos Unwilling to Beliove the Dread-
fal Extent of Digaster.

Eager anxiety prevailed about fown as
soon as the report of the disaster was re-
ceived. Especinlly was the matter talked
over st the Pittaburg Club, many of whose
members are v interested in prop-

, ete., in the region of Bouth Fork.

. J. Patton disbelieved the statement
about “‘Conemangh Lake” had broken
loose. He said:

“The results of such a éalamity cannot be
fally reslized. Why,the whole of Johnstown
must be swept away if thisis true. The
Bo’it:.h l'ork‘l;;n;l. as. it is called, is tiula
m wide, and ita i oapacity should (i
Dreak forth would faandate the

: sty for
P Seogerrn . it e

It

ing in thinnl.lu.m

rible I” "‘Disastrous!” ete. The “Pond” is

the property of the
Clab, and this reason the local
manifested is un

Deery, May 31 —The courge of the
rent from the broken dam at the foot of the
lake to Johnstown is almost 18 miles, and
with the exception of at ome point the
water passed though a narrow V.shaped
valley. Four miles below the dam
lIsy the town of BSouth Fork,
where South Fork itself emptied into the
m“h river. The town contained
about 2,000 inhabitants. Ithas not been
beard from, but it is said that four-fifths of
it have been swept away.

Four miles further down on the Come-
msugh river, which runs with the
main line of the Pennsylvania Railroad,
was the town of Mineral Point. It had 800
inhabitants, 90 per cent of the honses thers
being on a flat and close Lo the river. It seems
impossible at this time to hope that
any of them have escaped. Six milesfurther
aown was the town of Conemaugh, and here
nlone was there & topographical possi-
bility for the spreading of the
flood and the breaking of the foree.
contained 2,500 inhabitants and
must be almost wholly devasated. Wood-
vale, with 2,000 people, lay a mile below
Conemaugh on the flat, and one mile fur-
ther down was Johostown and its cluster of
sister towns, Cambria City, Conemsugh
borough and Prospect, with a total popula-
tion of 30,000.

On muade ground and stretehed along
right at the river's verge were the immense
iron works of the Cambria Iron and Steel
Compsny,

At 11 o'clock s railroad man says the
loss of life will reach hundreds and possibly
over a thousand, The report of loss of these
towns above cannot yet be confirmed.

COLONEL UNGER BAFE,

His Wife Staying With Friends in the East
End—The Colenel at His Farm—What
Tony Kenting Knows.

Mrs, Unger, the wife of Colonel E. C,
Unger, is staying with G. O, Wilson, Esq.,
on Rebecea street, East End. A DispaTcH
reporter went there last night to find ont
whether the Colonel had sent any word
from BSouth Fork, but nothing had
been heard. Mr., Tony Keating, who
is a meighbor of the Wilsons, siated
that the Colonel had been 1n Mbﬂz

of his. He left there on Thursday morning
and arrived at South Fork in tae afternoon.
His intention was to stop off there to visit
his farm. Colonel Unger's eom-

the improvements were made on the
hkam.'ﬂ'lwg:nlﬂmuof his land
to the South Fork Club. His lies

washed
naturally take its course toward that Ei.n:.
It is & long time since I have been at South
remember the old reservoir well,

to supply the old canal,
whiéh ran from Phjlldjnlua to Pituburg,
with water.

**No, we are not alarmed because Colonel
phed yet. I do not
3 ou must con-
sider that he is completely shut off from all
communication. You see his farm and the
nearest telegraph station or the Johnstown
postoffice are now divided by the water and
the Colonel could not tﬁ:h‘“, from his

that we shall

I do no
hear until to-morrow."”
HUMARN DRIFT,
The Awfal Romors Verified, but In Very
Menger Detalls.

Douliting people by the seore thronged
the West Penn dispatcher’s office last night
in quest of reports verifying the awful
rumors circulated on the streets.

They were mesger, but true, snd added
double interest from the indefiniteness of
them,

No word could "be received from be-
yond Blairsville, owing to the wires being
entirely nseless, but from the latter point
news enough was received to prove the vast-
ness of the flood,

Bridges have been swept away on the
‘West Penn, the county bridge and town
brildgs baving gofnn down, while ?:.ll Tub:;
nelton structure is hangi .ptlﬂﬁ

::wmhd ui‘by
ve waters,

The loss of life cannot possibly be ae-
nnhl{ngit;:n.u many people were seen

far out stream, floating on rafts and
driftwood, hopelessly bvrm‘ drum“

A woman and two chi i Blairs
ville, piteously sopealing for ,bat they
ware away.

people were picked up on the Bol-
ivar bridge.

At Du Bois another large dam burast forfh
at abodt the same time as the SBouth Fork
pond sod the two bodies of water Mﬁ
will most undoubtedly cause immeasurab
lgss of property and life.

By Dlﬂll‘l the men at the Blairsvilleshops
wers out to render assistance, with every
facility at hand. They are doing good work,

OTHER RIVERS HAVE RISEN.

The Junintn and Susquchansa Are Raging
Over the Conntry.

TyroXE, May 51.—The Juniata river has
overflowed ita bank at this place, and flood-
ed the entire southern portion of the city,
causing grent destruction {o property. Peo-
ple living in the flooded districts bad to be
removed from their homes in wagons to

of All the mlmdsmg
\uhrmlﬂuhonh;anlughnthia
H::ae. « At Curwensville one man was
m"ﬁ? tryin tommpe] from tb
were drowned in rom the
flooded distrieta. .

The Busquehanna has overflowed its
banks at Clearfleld, and the entire place is
under water, and oll menns of escape are
cutoff. Many
cnmmml?k“:ﬁﬂ ralaing hard
walers are rising rapidly.

RAILROADS WASHED 0UT.

Gront Damnge to Property in Huntingden
nnd the Surrounding Country, -
ISPROIAL TELEGHAM TO THE DISPATOR.|
Husriwepon, May 81.—Ineessant rain
here during the past 72 hours has over-
flowed the streams to an unusual degree,
to-day's downpour being the heaviest

| known. In consequence of the washing

away of the Hyndman on the Bede
ford branch of m!hlﬂfwrnm Railroad,
and the undermining of the railroad bridge
ot Mount Dallss, Bedford was h-dny_ ocas

and is likely to remain so for several days.
The rise in the Raysiown branch st

many families t@
here is made
ba

eipal streets,
deserl their
The Juniata river

report of the disaster came to Pittsburg, i$
was feared that he, Colonel Unger and
ofthers, believed to be at South Fork,
had perished. Indeed, grave fears began
to be enteriained also as fo the
peril of a party of Pittsburgers who
staried for South Fork in the afternoon.
The party includes Superintendent Pite
cairn, of the Pennsylvania rosd; James
Reed, A. G. A. Leishman, W. L. Anbett,
Charles L. Taylor, 8.1, Schoonmaker and H,
D. Smith. But, in all probability, they
didn't get far enough easi before the food
to he any worse than frightened.

Buperintendent Piteairn, however, was all
right, as the following startling, and proba-
bly modified, telegram from him to all the
Pitisburg morning papers, last eveming,
clearly indicates:

New Frommxcs, May 31, 10:0 », x.
Editors Pittaburg Morning Papers:

In going to the trouble, with water west of
Lilly's, could not get further than Sang Hal-
low: our tracks west of this point are also ob-
structed. While at Bang Hollow over 100 peo-
ple, men, women and children, passed there on
debris; saven were recoverad at Bapg Hollow,
two ot Conomasugh Furnace and two here,
Only 47 of the 100 and over passed haerse,
From my supervisor, who was at Johnse

town, I learn that Jobnstown is lit«
erally wipad out Our track betwoeen
J wn and C gh is fillod with build-

ings and drift 40 feet hich or more, which is on
fire. All our tracke, as 1 have said, are badly
blocked between Sang Hollow and Johastown,
I fear there will be tarrible suffering among
those saaved, whnoh abould he relieved assoom
as possible. In the interest of Bumanity I
tnink s public meeting should be calied sarly
to-morrow to send food, clothing, etc., to thess
poor peopls, which we will be giad %o forward
to Johnstown and neighborhood as soon as we
got a clear track there. RonEmT Prrcams,

ONE OUT OF MANY. .

The Fact That the New Selld Bridga Gave
Wary, Drives Hope Frem a Hase
band and Father — It Comid
Ouly Fall Under Foar-
ful . Pressure.

“Impossible,” said James Stevens, “a
slender, anxions looking - :
the reservoir has barst, but we cxpected
1 have s wife, two' children, and two siwters
living on Union and Chestnut streets, and
if that terrible dsm has gone, I have lost
them all.

“It is snid the new Penpsylvania bridgs
was swept away.”

“Oh, my God!” said poor Stevens, turn.
ing aven whiter etill, “then Johnstown is
swopt awny. That new bridge wasas sube
stantial as Gibraitar, and before it gave
way it must have backed the water up s
high it flooded everything aund everybody,
It is ten times worse, a thousand times
warse, it it gave way, as you say, before the
dam actually broke, forit means I have loss
home, wile and family.

"“Now,” he suid, “let me tell you some
thing about Johnstown that might not be
known. I will probably walk the streets
until the notaal truth is known, but I want
to say a word about the flood we expected.
there years ago, and about the flood thathas
oome nt Inst.

“The Conemaungh river has been narrowed,
and narrowed by the eagerness of man, until
sometimes its width could hardly be aver 35/
feet. The Pennsylvanis Bailroad Isid a
double traeck from the Gaatler barbed wira
mill down to Johnstown station, about halff
a mile, and narrowed the river so much tha
Cambris Iron Wopks threatened to sue
them, but nothing was ever dome. The

Cambria has been dumping and dmpi:s
into the rivers until & backwater set in, &

these narrow channels, aided by the splendid
heuvy sbutments of the new Pennsylvaaia

over the town before the Immense abut—

foremost people of Johnstown? There were the
Elders, Fultons, Hamiltons, Ogles, Diberts,
Hurlberts, Weavers, McConaugh Tit=
tles, l!nmlnryl. and a thousand others ih:ia.'
right in the canter of the greatest depression,
aud of course where the flood was despest
when it did come. Bat the ot what
they and my wiie and little children have

one mad, for it would be easier to have been
with them."”

Ristng Waters, Then Comes a Silence.

g
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The towns all aloag the Pennsylvania
Railrond were at & fever beat last night as
meager news of the fleod reached them. At
Wilkinsburg & young maa who lives at
Johnstown rushed up to the telegraph office,
and whea told the news said:

“My Godl My father aud mother live

| Hethen commenced to figure from the

Everest
is so great to-night as to submerge the prine

."'—q_';

Railroad bridge, must have foreed water all '

been obliged to suffer seems enongh to drive -

!
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